
 

 

Trail Talk  

 

In this edition, you will find a petition to Return Off-Road Gas Tax to Idaho Department of Parks and 
Recreation. If you are unfamiliar with this issue, please contact us so that we can explain why this is 
so important. 
  
Please sign the petition and encourage others to sign as well. Remember, sign only one petition. 
Contact us for additional sheets and for pick up when your petitions are full. 

 
Elizabeth Gilman, President, Kuna Trail Riders  

 

Lowman / Kirkham Ridge 
Trail Maintenance  

We had a smaller than expected turnout for our annual trail maintenance project in 

Lowman.  Nonetheless, the crew we had worked hard and we almost completed the 

work we needed to do. Carl hauled the clubôs trail maintenance trailer up to the camp so 

we would have all the saws and tools we needed. There was a thunderstorm and a little 

rain very early Friday morning, which settled the dust a bit. We removed several 

downed trees, cut several more ñleaners,ò and trimmed back the brush where neces-

sary. The campfire gathering Friday night was very entertaining. A big thanks to every-

one who came up and helped with this annual job. You are very much appreciated. 

 ~Submitted by Carl Bloomquist, KTR, photo submitted by Robert Sterling, KTR  
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We meet every 4th Tuesday  
of each month  

 
Meeting starts at 7pm.  
Come early for dinner!  

 

Tools for Riding!  
 
As an avid ATV rider, I average about 327 miles a month. When you put on that many miles, itôs good to be prepared for just 
about anything. Some of these items can be interchanged for different seasons of riding. Not all of the items listed are  
required or needed depending on the type of riding you do, but you can get a good idea of what you might want to carry 
when enjoying the great outdoors that Idaho has to offer. 
 
I ride a 2008 Grizzly 700 (camo) and I carry about 95% of the following items: 

Always ride with someone and let friends or family know the area you are planning to ride. Better safe than sorry! Have fun, 
but use common sense!  
 
If you have questions or need advice as to why some items are recommended, feel free to e-mail me at 
kodiak450@bigskytel.com. 
 
 **Required by the U.S. Forest Service  

Ed Hartsock 
Idaho State ATV Association (Emmett Chapter) 

¶ Shovel** 

¶ Axe** 

¶ Bucket** 

¶ Fire extinguisher** 

¶ First aid kit 

¶ Spark plug 

¶ Air compressor 

¶ Tire plug kit 

¶ Tow strap 

¶ Extra clothes 

¶ Rain gear 

¶ Snatch blocks 

¶ Tree saver strap 

¶ Socket set 

¶ Channel lock pliers 

¶ Bolt and nut kit 

¶ Flash light 

¶ Hand saw 

¶ Zip ties 

¶ Extra gas 

¶ Emergency food 

¶ Water 

¶ Bungee cords 

¶ Duct tape 

¶ Jumper cables 

¶ Toilet paper 

¶ Handi-wipes 

¶ Compass or GPS 

¶ Gloves 

¶ Matches 

Our Ride Center  

As a member of the Kuna chapter of the Idaho ATV Association, all members have access to the Idaho ATV Ride Center. 

This is found on the web até  http://www.idahoatv.org  Just follow the quick link and follow the registration proce-

dures! The Ride Center lists all rides being offered by all the chapters for the next couple of months. We also have spur-of-
the-moment rides that pop up. These, too, are listed on the Ride Center. 

mailto:mailto:kodiak450@bigskytel.com
http://www.idahoatv.org


 

 

 

 

Idaho ATV  

Membership 

Dues  
 

Individual  
$15 per year  
(18 & older) 
  
Family  
$20 per year  
(Individual/Spouse) 
 

Sponsor/Dealer  
$60 per Year  

 

Dues are based on a 
calendar yearðJanuary to 
December starting January 1, 
2008. All renewals are due 

January 1. 
 
 
To mail your dues to: 
 
Kuna Chapter 
Idaho ATV Association 
921 East Jackpot Street 
Kuna, ID 83634 
 

 

 

 

Trail Tips  
 

Summer riding is in full swing. Not only for ATVs, but for all other users of 

our trail system and forest service roads.  During my last ride, I encountered 

two UTVs, four horseback riders, and a couple of really fit mountain bikers.  

 

Following basic rules and common courtesy on the trail can prevent problems 

and build a positive image for us ATV riders. A simple òHió directed towards 

the other user puts you in the position of being the goodwill ambassador.  Do 

yield the right of way to mountain bikers, horses, and other OHV users who 

may not be as maneuverable as you are. Always yield for riders on the uphill 

grade or who are overtaking you. Donõt trail hog! We have all experienced this 

scenario: some guy stops dead in the middle of the trail to take a break  

leaving you no option but to squeeze around him. If you need to stop, find a 

wide spot where you can pull over. This leaves the trail [or road] open for 

other users to pass.  

 

Some common basic rules should be followed: leave gates as you found them, 

reduce the dust by slowing down when encountering other riders, and always 

ask permission when riding across private land.  With all the traffic that will 

be encountered riding the trail system, by convention, each rider should hold 

up the number of fingers to indicate the number of riders trailing behind 

that rider.  This works well as opposing groups get a òcount downó of riders 

coming from the opposite direction.  By following the very basic rules, we 

members of KTR are doing our part to keep the roads and trails open for all.  

 

Submitted by Robert Sterling, VP, Kuna Trail Riders  



 

 

 

Get ready for theé 

 

Kuna Days Parade -  the All - American Festival  
Saturday,  Aug 8 th  

 

Patriotic decorations are recommended to decorate yourself and your ATV.  

Bring candy to toss from your ATV (the kids love candy).  
 

Meet at 322 W 4 th  (Bethôs) between 8:00-8:30 am on Saturday, Aug.8 th  to 
get the KTRs in one group. We will ride to the Kuna Middle School (1360 Boise Street on the cor-

ner of Ten Mile and Boise) parking lot starting at 8:30. The judging starts at 9:15 and everyone 
must be in place at that time. We leave the Middle School parking lot at 9:45 to be at Main Street 
by 10:00 when the Kuna Days parade starts.  

 
Start at Bethôs house (322 W 4th St Kuna, ID 83634) 

End at Kuna Middle School (1360 Boise St Kuna, ID 83634)  
 
Directions  
Start at: 322 W 4th St Kuna, ID 83634  
1. Go west on W 4th St toward Elm Ave -  0.3  mi  

2. Turn right at N School Ave -  0.3  mi  
3. Turn left at Boise St -  0.3  mi  

4. Arrive at 1360 Boise St Kuna, ID 83634        

CPR Class Offering  
 

CPR classes taught by Rich Gummersall from Boise Parks and Recreation will be 

offered in August 2009.  

 

At the June 2009 KTR meeting, members voiced their support that we make 

CPR classes available to anyone who wants to learn this life -saving skill. The 

Kuna Library will host this as a community event, making their classroom  

available at no charge to participants.  

 

The cost for the course is $25.00 per person and pre -registration is required. 

This will ensure a spot for you in the class of your choice and will give Rich an 

idea of how many manikins to bring.  Itõs important that you pre-register with 

Rich at his home address, as the library is public property and no money is  

allowed to change hands on the premises. The class offerings are as follows:  
 

Thursday, August 20th, 5:30pm to 8:00pm  

Saturday, August 22nd, 10:00am to 1:00pm  
 

Class Location  

Kuna Library  

457 N Locust St.  

Kuna, Id 83634  

 

To pre -register, mail your check for $25.00 made out to Rich Gummersall.  

Rich Gummersall 

1073 N. Caucus Way 

Meridian, ID 83642  



 

 

GPS Features to ConsiderGPS Features to Consider  

Base map. This is highly recom-
mended. The additional cost is  
marginal, and the increase in the 

equipment's usefulness is substantial.  This unit 
does not normally require an additional mapping 
program. 
 
Channels.  Most GPS units today now have 12 par-
allel channels.  Channels help to acquire GPS satel-
lite signals faster and more accurately. 
 
External antenna jack.  With new GPS devices, this 
has become less important since the newer chips 
are sensitive enough to acquire signal inside a  
vehicle.  However, it is not always possible to ob-
tain good satellite coverage through a front wind-
shield; this is when an external antenna can help.  It 
can also help outdoor use in places, like heavy tree 
cover or steep terrain, where signals are weak. 
 
Interface jack.  If you are using the receiver with a 

computer, be sure that it includes an in-
terface cable so you can quickly load 
maps and waypoints onto your device.  
Newer GPS units often support USB while 

older devices generally have serial attachments.  
Attaching to a computer may require additional 
mapping software.  
 
Memory.  This is used to load detailed topographic 
maps, street-level maps, or additional waypoints 
into the receiver.  Detailed maps can use a great 
deal of memory on your device.  Consider internal 
storage capacity.  Higher-end devices also usually 
accept a memory card for additional storage. 
 
Power source.  A unit that can support external 
power is preferred, like a cigarette lighter power 
cable.  Due to the power requirements, the device 
should support standard batteries (AA or AAA) for 
easy replacement on the trail.  Lithium batteries are 
recommended for newer GPS models to ensure a 
longer battery life.  
 
 
 

Rocker keypad or touch screen.  Using a receiver 
without a rocker keypad is like using a computer 
without a mouse.  Some newer GPS units have 
touch screens, which helps immensely when 
navigating using the maps.  Touch screen units 
usually have a marginal increase in cost.  
 
Screen size.  For visual ease of operation, use  a 

device with the largest screen that can be 
realistically carried. Screen size is  
measured diagonally. Color is great, helps 
define map features, and a  backlight is im-

portant, although both features shorten battery 
life.    
 
Waterproof.  Eventually your device will get wet.  
Get a device that is at least water-resistant, al-
though an IPX7 designation is preferred.  An IPX7 
designation means the GPS case can with-
stand accidental immersion in one meter 
of water for up to  30 minutes.  Plastic 
bags and boxes are also recommended for 
added protection. 
 
Mapping program.  Mapping software is available 
for most high-end GPS units.  These programs offer 
a wide range of flexibility to add waypoints, routes, 
icons, etc. to your GPS.  They normally require an 
interface cable or multimedia card to transfer data 
from your computer to GPS unit or vice versa.  
Some software also allows the transfer of SPOT 
data into your mapping program for future use.  
 

Harvey E. Richards, Jr., KTR Member 
 
 


