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Presidents Day; Monday, February 
15th - The First Annual Dead Presi-
dents Ride hosted by Travis Tyson of 
the Canyon County Club. We met at 
the Stage Road Junction on the road 
into Silver City near Diamond Basin 
and Willy led us down into Sinker 

Creek where we followed the mean-
dering trail going in and out of the 
creek countless times. We then took 
the East Fork of Sinker Creek and 
followed the trail up and out of the 
canyon. We went past Bates Creeks 
and finally on over to Pickett Creek. 

The snow got deeper the further in 
we went and it wasn't long before we 
were having a difficult time staying 
on the trail and encountering some 
very technical situations. In some 
spots, the trail was slanted towards 

(See Dead Presidentõs Ride on page 11) 

Last summer I was having trouble with my 2007 Suzuki 700, King Quad. After unloading, and let-

ting it warm up a bit, I would shut it off while getting ready to ride. When I would try to start it 

again, it acted as though it was flooded, and would not start. It would eventually start, but the epi-

sodes got worse with each ride. I began to wonder about the fuel I was using; Iõd heard that etha-

nol gas gums up injectors. 

By coincidence, I stumbled on to the fact that there are a few gas stations in town that sell non 

ethanol gas. After placing several calls to the larger gas companies, I found that all of them sold 

only ethanol blended gas. Finally, last October, I found Dave Carlson at AAA [American Automobile 

Association]. Mr. Carlson is the Director of Government and Public Affairs. He forwarded to me a 

list of stations that sell only non ethanol gas. It appears there are only 7 in the Treasure Valley. We 

(See Trail Talk Continued on page 2) 

First Annual Dead Presidentõs Ride 

~Seven friends having a hot lunch at Pickett Creek  

~by Elizabeth Gilman, President, KTR  
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had a short conversation at that time, and I 

learned that my ATV issues may very well be 

related to the blended gas I was using. I also 

learned that my 1987 Briggs and Stratton push 

mower; the one that would not start after I 

shut it off to empty the bag, was also possibly 

related to the blended fuel. So, now Iõm think-

ing, my chain saw has the same issue. I have to 

wait for it to cool off as well, before it will 

restart. My õ93 GMC is having some starting 

issues as well.  

It didnõt take me long to start using only non 

ethanol gas. By the second tank of gas, I had 

no more problems starting my ATV, and it 

seemed to run much better. I have also no-

ticed my 93 GMC starts more easily and runs 

much better as well. I am looking forward to 

springtime so I can test my theory on both the 

chainsaw and the mower. 

About a month ago, a friend recommended 

that I have my throttle body cleaned and 

check and set the throttle positioner sensor.  

We also set the idle control. Each of these 

things needed to be done. I was excited to get 

back on the trail and check for a difference in 

performance. My machine ran great! 

A couple of weeks ago, I ran low on fuel on 

the trail and had to borrow some from a 

friend. It contained the regular 10 % ethanol. I 

wondered if it was going to cause problems 

again, and then thought of the adjustments 

we had made; and besides, running out of gas 

on Dodsonõs Pass was not an option. Then I 

decided to take it one step further; on the last 

ride, I topped off with blended gas.  

To make a long story short, my machine is 

having starting issues again, back firing, de-

creased performance, and poor response.  

I will be using only non ethanol gas from now 

on, and will keep you posted as to the upcom-

ing results. 

I called Dave Carlson back and had a very 

(Continued from Trail Talk page 1) 

detailed discussion with him about a week 

ago, and hereõs what I learned: 

Ethanol causes engines to cut out, gums up 

carburetors and fuel injection motors ($500.00 

to $600.00 repair), and ruins seals, gaskets and 

fuel lines. 

Ethanol blended fuel is not recommended for 

vehicles older than 1996, 2-stroke engines, 

snowmobiles, and boats with fiberglass tanks. 

Most vehicles after 1996 have few problems 

with 10% ethanol. 

Ethanol is expensive to produce, attracts wa-

ter, and has very short stability, as little as 30 

days. 

Our gas comes to us from Utah through a 

pipeline. Because of the instability of ethanol, 

the fact that it attracts water and, its corrosive 

characteristics, it can not be added to the gas 

prior to going into the pipeline. Ethanol is 

added to our gas in Boise before leaving for 

the stations. 

Our government gives the gas companies a 

tax credit of .45 cents per gallon of blended 

gas. In turn, those companies charge the same 

price, within a few pennies, as non-ethanol 

gas. 

Fuel efficiency goes down 1% - 5% with 10% 

ethanol gas. This requires you to purchase 

more fuel.  

The ethanol industry is asking the EPA to in-

crease the percentage of ethanol to 15% by as 

early as 2011 and 2012. 

Non ethanol gas costs a few cents more, but 

provides better fuel economy (is more effi-

cient), more stable (up to three times longer), 

and is less expensive to produce.    

What Iõm trying to get across to you, is that 

we, as consumers, should have the right to 

choose a fuel that works best for us. We 

should not be forced to put additives in our 

fuel so that our machines run properly and are 

not destroyed. Government mandates require 

the U.S. to use more and more ethanol. This 

has driven corn prices, feed prices, and meat 

and produce prices through the roof. As a 

result, we are stuck with an inferior, expensive 

product. I personally, believe this was part of 

the whole òCash for Clunkersó program to get 

older vehicles off the streets before they intro-

duce the 15% ethanol blends. 

We, as consumers, can do a few things to 

insure that we will still have a choice. Frequent 

the seven non-ethanol gas stations on the list 

at the bottom of this article. Let those compa-

nies know that you appreciate them providing 

this product for you. Tell your friends and 

neighbors.  

Non - Ethanol Gas Stations  

�x�� Gran-del Petroleum 
2757 Federal Way 
Boise, ID   
(208) 342-3601 

 

�x�� Justos (Tesoro) 
518 E State St 
Eagle, ID  83616 
(208) 939-0825 

 

�x�� Phillips 66 
4426 Garrity Blvd. 
Nampa, ID 

 

�x�� Phillips 66 
Cloverdale & Fairview 
Boise, ID 

 

�x�� The Big Smoke (Tesoro) 
234 W Franklin 
Meridian, ID  83642 
(208) 888-5411 

 

�x�� Ultra Touch Car Wash 
8160 Overland Rd 
Boise, ID  83709 
(208) 658-8100 

 

�x�� Ultra Touch Car Wash 
835 E Fairview Ave 
Meridian, ID  83642 
(208) 884-8100 

�x��  
 ~Elizabeth Gilman, President, KTR 
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