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Several clubs and about forty rid-

ers showed up for the Dodson 

Pass ride Saturday, March 20th. 

ISATVA President Clark Collins 

and his wife Rita were in town 

and made the trip with us. Beauti-

ful cool weather and clear skies 

made sight seeing great. We 

spotted a couple of hundred 

head of elk, some deer, and a few 

turkeys. There were several mud 

sections and one mud hole that 

allowed us to use our winches. 

Some of the creek crossings were 

a little deep due to the work of 

beavers. We rode about thirty 

miles, only one machine having 

ignition trouble. Thanks to Ray 

Ingram and the Emmett Rough 

Riders for the great ride. 

~Mike McClure, KTR 

~by Elizabeth Gilman, President, KTR  

     I am pleased to announce that KTR has created a new board position. Robert Sterling is stepping down 

from the Vice President position to take on a new challenge, that of Trail Resource Director. Robert is pas-

sionate about this new endeavor. This is a job that is well suited for Robert and will use his skills to the 

benefit of KTR and our club purpose. Please see Trail Resource Director on page 4 for more details. You will 

also find more information about the change in officers and board members in KTR Business, also on page 

4.   

     Donõt forget the 2nd Annual Owyhee Trail Clean and Campout. Folks will be arriving from Tuesday, April 

20th through the weekend. This will be a great, fun-filled weekend, while taking care of some well-needed 

trail work. The more folks that come to help, the more fun we will have, and will make short work of the 

chores to boot. 

     We are expecting to clean Silver City Road from the highway to the snow line, clean Scotch Bob and 

Sinker Creeks to the reservoir, ditch out puddles on the trails, repair gates, and clear deadfall and over-

grown brush.  

     Please see page 16 for more information, or feel free to contact one of the officers or directors. 

Dodson Pass Ride 
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~~~Trail Tales ~~~  

The Comical Turn Adventure  

by Harvey E Richards Jr. KTR  

While enjoying breakfast at Y-Bar 

Restaurant in Grandview on Sat-

urday morning, March 27, 2010 

you could find us discussing our 

favorite topic: riding. One of the 

not-so-pleasant topics of discus-

sion was in regards to Sheriff 

Crandallõs opinion that the ATV 

community does not bring busi-

ness to the county. Had the good 

Sherriff walked into the restaurant 

at that moment, he would have 

found himself sitting in the bar 

area as the òATV communityó had 

taken over the majority of the 

restaurant. The restaurant has 

some great food with hospitality 

to match and they welcomed our 

business to include the gracious 

tips. They were unaware of the 

Sheriffõs negative attitude to-

wards the ATV community. 
 

After our delicious breakfast, the 

crowd gathered across the street 

from the restaurant to meet some 

new riders who had just arrived to 

join us on this adventure. I was 

pleased to see another side-by-

side and throughout the day, the 

red Rhino would prove that it had 

what it takes to traverse the Owy-

hee high plains. Once the hand 

shaking and cordial greetings 

were completed, everyone loaded 

up and headed for the staging 

area off Bob Tin-

dale Road about 

a mile east of the 

El Paso Pipeline 

Compressor Sta-

tion. 
 

We arrived right 

on time at the 

staging area and were ready to 

ride by the scheduled departure 

time of 10:00am. After a short 

riders meeting, we began the ad-

venture with fourteen machines, 

which included two side-by-sides 

and sixteen riders. The weather 

was perfect with not a cloud in 

the sky, a little breeze, and no 

precipitation in the forecast. It 

just does not get any better for a 

ride especially when you have 

such great company to share the 

wide-open space of the Owyhee 

high plains with. 
 

As we left the confluence of the 

Little and Big Jacks Creek drain-

age, the terrain flattened out for 

the next six plus miles, which of-

fered a brief photo opportunity of 

a few antelope as they raced 

across the sagebrush plains south 

of Chalk Hills. The antelope had 

begun to break up from the large 

herds we had seen the previous 

month as they meandered off to-

wards their fawning beds and the 

bucks returned to guarding their 

own piece of the high desert 

plains until next fall. 
 

After ten miles, we stopped at the 

entrance into Big Horse Basin 

Gap for a pit stop and allow the 

group to reassemble, as the first 

leg of the ride was a little dusty. 

This stop is located between the 

new Little and Big Jackõs Creek 

Wilderness Areas with the road 

being an open corridor between 

the two separate areas. 

Throughout the western portion 

of the ride, we crisscrossed the 

El Paso Pipeline, which also pro-

vides a corridor that is open to 

travel between the two wilder-

ness areas and at times is the 

actual boundary to the one or 

both of the wilderness areas. Big 

Horse Basin brought some more 

photo opportunities for ante-

lope and a small herd of mule 

deer. 
 

Our stop at Comical Turn was 

uneventful and even brought 

out a comment that so far the 

ride was boring. I shrugged off 

the comment as the Owyheeõs 

hold so much beauty but like 

the old saying, òBeauty is in the 

eyes of the beholder.ó Then 

again, I had to consider the 

source, but having Jay along 

kicked up the ride another 

notch. I am not sure where the 

name Comical Turn came from 

but other than a short 180 -

degree turn in the road on a 

small drainage, there is nothing 

spectacular to see. The road into 

Comical Turn is 

the western 

boundary to the 

Big Jackõs Creek 

Wilderness Area. 
 

Our travels along 

the Sagebrush 

Basin Road 
~Photo by Harvey Richards, KTR  
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brought us to the southern pe-

rimeter of a òNo Name Lakeó that 

is probably dry the majority of 

the year but today is full of water, 

almost enough to launch a boat 

with the edges dotted with snow 

banks. By the time we reached 

this lake, we were seeing more 

and more snow with depths over 

a foot but fortunately it was well 

packed and frozen, which allowed 

even the heaviest of machines to 

float across these short stretches 

of white stuff.  
 

As we descended into Sagebrush 

Basin, there were still short 

stretches of snow but the puddles 

of water were getting deeper and 

longer. Where there is water 

there is mud and lots of it. Fortu-

nately, for us this particular piece 

of road also has way too many 

rocks so it kept the sinking to a 

minimum although I was glad I 

was not the Trail on this leg. 
 

A couple of creeks or swamp 

crossings, depending on who you 

talk to, found us once again on 

higher ground as we reached The 

Potholes for a much needed 

break. The map indicates The Pot-

holes are adjacent to the creek 

crossing and road but other than 

a small canyon paralleling the 

road, I must have missed them 

because I saw no potholes in the 

lava rock. 
 

The group headed northeast and 

then southeast towards Hill Pas-

ture Road as we traveled the high 

sagebrush goat trail on our way 

to the next photo opportunity at 

Harvey Place. Once again, ante-

lope were frolicking along the 

route and even a lone sage 

grouse decided to fly a short dis-

tance from the road as the ma-

chines passed by. 
 

As we closed in on the intersec-

tion of Harvey Place and Zeno 

Canyon Trailhead Roads, I pulled 

the Ranger to the side in amaze-

ment as to what I was seeing just 

north of the Zeno Canyon Trail-

head. There, just below the ridge-

line, were eleven California Big-

horn Sheep!  Unfortunately, I only 

had a low power set of binoculars 

so was unable to tell if there were 

any big rams with the herd. While 

I attempted to get the herd on 

my video camera, which never 

happened, I failed to use my still 

camera therefore left the event 

with only memories. 
 

A short hop to the other side of 

the road and we stopped at Har-

vey Place for a short break. Al-

though I have visited this old 

cabin and spring three times in 

the last two months, I never get 

tired of it. With the warmer tem-

peratures, the surrounding area is 

turning green even with the 

patches of snow. A little to the 

north of the cabin, perched on 

top of a post was a majestic Bald 

Eagle who never left his roost 

during our short visit to Harvey 

Place. 
 

Our next stop was a few miles 

down the road at Buncel Place for 

some lunch and a much needed 

break to stretch the legs. A little 

after 3pm, the group found itself 

consuming Bratwursts, hot dogs 

and sandwiches as we sur-

rounded a small fire although the 

temperatures were in the mid-

50s. 
 

We were soon back on the trail 

and headed towards Wickahoney 

Crossing before turning north 

towards the Branding Corrals east 

of Hole in Rock Lake. A few more 

mule deer, a couple antelope, and 

a cottontail rabbit made an ap-

pearance during this leg. About a 

quarter mile from Hole in Rock 

the radio came alive with Dennisõ 

voice telling me one of the ma-

chines had a flat. With no assis-

tance required, I informed him we 

would wait at Hole in Rock. Soon 

they repaired the tire and the 

stragglers were back in high gear. 

Wait!  The tire went flat again. 

About twenty minutes later, the 

group was once again together at 

Hole in Rock. 
 

With less than five miles to go on 

this journey, the group headed 

north towards the trucks. This leg 

was by far very dusty, but the rid-

ers adjusted as they spread out 

over a mile. As Anthonyõs ma-

chine went by me while I was do-

ing a little videoing of the riders 

coming over a small hill, his ma-

chine sounded like it was backfir-

ing. After the last vehicle went by 

I picked up trail and found Kim 

towing Anthonyõs machine back 

to the staging area which fortu-

nately was less than a half mile 

away. 
 

There were plenty of smiles and 

lots of òThank Youó at the end of 

the day so it must have been a 

good ride. We covered 78 miles 

on this adventure and saw deer, 

antelope, sheep, rabbits, sage 

grouse, and some awesome scen-

ery. The last vehicle departed the 

staging area at 6:30pm that eve-

ning. By far, the best aspect of the 

ride was the incredible company 

that rode the Comical Turn ad-

venture.  
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President 
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Cary Singleton  
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Mishelle Singleton  

Secretary 
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(208) 989-7242 

 

 

Robert Sterling  
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(208) 922-1261 

 

 

 
 

Willy Spiva  

Director 
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Dennis Blanton  

Director 

(208) 697-2422 

 

 

Dustin Gillmore  

Director 

(208) 250-8879 

 

 

Harvey Richards  

Website & Discussion 

Forum Webmaster 

administrator@ktrid.net   

 

Jan McClure  

Newsletter 

(208) 861-7473 

Kuna Connection  Trail Resource Director  
 
With the ever-changing politics we trail riders are 

experiencing from the federal level down to the 

county level, KTR is positioning itself to meet these 

new challenges. Rather than assign more duties 

and work to one of our board members in KTR, we 

have created a new position to specifically address 

trail maintenance and funding issues. 

 

During our March 2010 meeting, Robert Sterling 

announced that he will be vacating his duties and 

responsibilities as Vice President and will assume 

the duties of Trail Resource Director. His new role 

will complement our strategic plan of obtaining 

grants and funds offered by state or federal agen-

cies and OHV manufacturers. Robertõs new role 

allows KTR to be target-specific and efficient by 

eliminating layers of committees and meetings. He 

will report directly to the board, but will always be 

available to all members of the Kuna Trail 

Riders. 

KTR Elections  
A closed-ballot election will be held at the next KTR monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 27th for the 3-year 

Director position that will expire, currently held by Dennis Blanton. Candidates for the position are: 

 

¶ Dan Hastriter 

¶ Terry Hill 

¶ Dennis Hinrichs 

¶ Harvey Richards 

 

Other Board Business  
Robert Sterling has resigned as Vice President of KTR and will step into a new role of Trail Resource Direc-

tor. In accordance with KTR bylaws, the Board of Directors have appointed Cary Singleton to fill the re-

mainder of the term as Vice President. To fill the remainder of Caryõs term as Director, the Board of Direc-

tors have appointed Dustin Gilmore for that position.  

KTR Business  

You must be present 
to vote!  

mailto:administrator@ktrid.net
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ISATVA Hunter OHV Access Committee  
KTR Members, 
 

In response to Clark Collins, the president of the ISATVAõs request below, we are asking for volunteers for 

the òHunter OHV Access Committee.ó The list of criteria is noted below. We will need one or more volun-

teers for this position.  
 
Thanks, Mike McClure 
(208) 861-1324 (evenings) 
mmcclure@cableone.net 

There is a newly-formed Committee within the Idaho ATV Association. The name of the committee 

is the òHunter OHV Access Committee.ó Its purpose is to challenge the òMotorized Vehicle Restric-

tion Ruleó put in place by the ID Department of Fish and Game (F&G) several years ago. This rule 

unjustifiably targets hunters that use OHVs to access their hunting area. It primarily restricts access 

to only southern ID hunting units for now but it is continually expanding and will, if left unchal-

lenged, affect all of Idaho (your hunting area) over time. Just last year (2009) more areas were 

added. 

 

The committee will be chaired by Mark Sauerwald of the Mountain Home ATV Club. He is an avid 

hunter of big game and upland game birds. He has recently testified at the State Capital to a Joint 

Environmental/Resources Committee, and met with Governor Otter and the Director of the ID Dep. 

of Fish concerning this rule. 

 

Mark is working closely with Elmore Co. Senator Tim Corder on the details of this rule for a poten-

tial òpoliticaló fix, but he cannot do this alone. This is the reason for the development of the Com-

mittee. He needs assistance from other hunters in all regions of the state that do not support this 

rule. 

 

If you are interested and want to volunteer to become a member of this Committee I would like to 

hear from you. Again this is a VOLUNTEER (non-paid) position. 

There are only a few requirements: 

1. You must be a hunter that does not support the F&G Motorized Vehicle restriction Rule. 

2. You must be familiar with this rule or be willing to become familiar with the facts of  it so you 

can discuss it as necessary. 

3. You must be willing to take the little time it will take to write emails, make phone calls, and 

meet F&G Regional Managers, State Committees/Legislatures if necessary. 

4. Lastly, you must be patient because this process will certainly be a slow one simply because of 

how rules are enacted and/or changed. 

Those appointed as members will be put in contact with Mark to obtain details of the Motorized 

Vehicle Restriction Rule (if needed), all the meetings that have taken place and, how we need to 

proceed with this endeavor.                                                       ~Clark L. Collins, ISATVA President  

mailto:mmcclure@cableone.net
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One picture is worth a thousand words. De-

struction of public or private lands by any 

OHV is detrimental to all of us in the Idaho 

State ATV Association. On a recent ride, I 

stopped to photograph this hillside, which has 

been turned into a free-for-all hill climbing 

area. Imagine, if you will, that you are one of 

the thousands of people who oppose OHV 

activities and will send the accompanying 

picture to the Idaho Statesman. The political 

fallout would be substantial. One of the major 

arguments [not without some merit] is that 

OHVs cause erosion, degradation of the scenic 

beauty, and total destruction of the vegeta-

tion. What our detractors donõt understand or 

care to point out is that these òOHV outlawsó 

are in the minority and are riding far outside 

the principles of TREAD LIGHTLY. But once the 

damage is done, all in the OHV community are 

held responsible. 

 We in KTR, almost by default, have taken on 

the responsibly of presenting the positive and 

constructive side of OHV activities. Our efforts 

hosting the Owyhee Trail Clean are visible to 

the Owyhee County Commissioners, Owyhee 

County Sheriff, the BLM, and the residents of 

Owyhee County. Yet the òoutlawsó are working 

against us. They cause the visible damage that 

policy makers and voters see. The general 

public never really sees that we pick up all 

trash, structure rides that donõt damage land, 

ditch out trails, cancel rides due to rain soften-

ing the earth, and educate all other riders on 

the fundamentals of Tread Lightly. 

Our trail clean projects coming up this year are 

taking on more political importance than ever 

before. KTRõs efforts need to have as much 

visibility as possible to demonstrate that there 

are OHV operators that are willing to maintain 

and improve the areas that we recreate. KTR is 

committed to òkeeping the roads and trails 

open for all.ó  We can help accomplish this by 

showing up for the Owyhee Trail Clean this 

April 22nd to 25th. Our numbers make a dif-

ference; it gives visibility to our cause, and 

helps undo some of the damage done by the 

òoutlawsó. 

~Robert Sterling VP, KTR  

Trail Tips  

~Photo by Robert Sterling, KTR  


